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-- MEXICO: ABSENTEE VOTING BY MEXICANS IN U.S. -- 


Q: WHAT IS YOUR REACTION TO THE REPORT IN THE NEW YORK 
TIMES ABOUT MASSIVE NUMBERS OF MEXICANS VOTING IN THE U.S. 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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POR MEXICAN ELECTIONS? 


A: FIRST, WE WANT TO EMPHASIZE THAT A DETERMINATION OF WHO 
MAY VOTE IN MEXICAN ELECTIONS IS ENTIRELY UP TO THE MEXICAN 
GOVERNMENT. WE HAVE NO ROLE OR DESIRE TO INSERT OURSELVES 
INTO A DECISION ABOUT WHETHER MEXICAN NATIONALS RESIDING IN 
THE U.S. MAY VOTE IN MEXICAN ELECTIONS. 


THERE HAS BEEN A DETAILED STUDY MADE OF THE ISSUE BY THE 
COMPETENT BODY IN MEXICO, THE FEDERAL ELECTORAL INSTITUTE. 
THE STUDY OUTLINED PROCEDURES BY WHICH SUCH A VOTE COULD BE 
IMPLEMENTED AND ATTEMPTED TO DETERMINE WHAT THE COSTS WOULD 
BE. THE PROCEDURAL AND BUDGETARY ISSUES ARE DIFFICULT AND 
THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT WILL HAVE TO DECIDE HOW TO PROCEED. 


OUR UNDERSTANDING AT THIS POINT IS THAT THE MEXICAN 
GOVERNMENT HAS NOT REACHED A CONCLUSION ON THE BASIC 
QUESTION OF WHETHER MEXICAN NATIONALS RESIDING OUTSIDE 
MEXTCO WILL IN FACT BE ACCORDED THE RIGHT TO VOTE. 


-~- VENEZUELA: PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS -- 


Q: WHAT IS THE US REACTION TO THE ELECTION OF HUGO CHAVEZ: 


A: WE CONGRATULATE THE VENEZUELAN PEOPLE ON THE ELECTION 
OF HUGO CHAVEZ AS PRESIDENT. WE LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING 
WITH HIM AND HIS ADMINISTRATION. WE TRUST THAT HE WILL 
FAITHFULLY CARRY OUT THE RESPONSIBILITIES CONFERRED BY THE 
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Q: IS HE NOW ELIGIBLE FOR A U.S. VISA? 


A: HEADS OF STATE NORMALLY RECEIVE A DIPLOMATIC VISA. THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT IS PREPARED TO TAKE THE NECESSARY 
STEPS TO ADDRESS ANY REQUEST FOR A VISA THAT PRESIDENT- 
ELECT CHAVEZ MAY MAKE. 


Q: HOW DOES PRESIDENT-ELECT CHAVEZ'S VISA CASE DIFFER FROM 
THAT OF FORMER COLOMBIAN PRESIDENT ERNESTO SAMPER? 


A: PRESIDENT SAMPER HAD HIS VISA REVOKED WHILE HE WAS 
PRESIDENT OF COLOMBIA. HIS TOURIST VISA WAS REVOKED UNDER 
SECTION 212 (A) (2) (C) OF THE IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY ACT 
WHICH PROVIDES FOR VISA INELIGIBILITY WHEN THERE IS REASON 
TO BELIEVE THAT THE INDIVIDUAL HAS KNOWINGLY ASSISTED OR 
ABETTED ILLEGAL NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING. THE REVOKATION OF 
SAMPER'S TOURIST VISA DID NOT AFFECT HIS DIPLOMATIC VISA. 


HUGO CHAVEZ'S REQUEST FOR A TOURIST VISA WAS DENIED IN 
OCTOBER 1997 BECAUSE OF HIS INVOLVMENT IN AN ATTEMPTED 
COUP. 
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